Fiera Biological Consulting – Snow-tracking Field Essentials

Snow-tracking Field Essentials Itinerary and Details
Health Restrictions: On the morning of the workshop, Participants are required to provide proof of vaccination, a
negative test result (within 72 hrs), or documentation of a medical exemption, as per Alberta’s COVID-19 Public
Health Actions Restrictions Exemption Program. Masks will be required where 2-meter distancing cannot be
maintained. Please come prepared with documentation and a mask. More details are provided in the Social
Distancing and Risk of Contagion section at the bottom of this document.
Location: Elk Island National Park. Meeting Place: Moss Lake Trailhead Parking Area - see map below (NOTE:
location may be subject to change, registrants will be notified via email prior to the event)
Elk Island National Park is part of the Beaver Hills, which is Treaty 6 lands, and a traditional meeting place and
hunting grounds of the Tsuut’ina (Sarcee), Nehiyawak, (Cree), Anishnaabe (Saulteaux), Nakota Siouix, the Niitsitapi
(Blackfoot), and Metis People.
How to find us: We will be gathered at the Fiera Biological Consulting truck at the specified trailhead parking area.
It’s a white Toyota with decals. You can’t miss it.
How to find the instructor: Joseph will be waiting for you at the truck. Just in case, he will provide his cell phone
number to registrants via email prior to the event.
Meeting Time: 9:00 am. Please don’t be late.
Duration: Approximately 6 to 8 hours. Finish between 4 & 5 pm.
National Park Fees: If you have a current National Park pass, then you are in the clear. If you don’t have a pass,
please stop at the park gate to pay day-use fees.
Cancelations: If for any reason we have to cancel the event (e.g. a lack of snow), a full refund will be provided, less
any applied credit card processing fees. Registrants who withdraw their registration and provide 7-days notice will
receive a refund subject to a 15% administration fee. Registrants who do not show up to the event without
providing notice prior to the event will not receive a refund. All refunds will be by cheque or email transfer.
What to bring: Please note that if you do not appear properly dressed for the weather or equipped for off-trail
hiking, you may not be permitted to start the workshop. Please bring appropriate winter boots for a long day of
walking both on trial, and off into deep snow. Also bring extra warm cloths to accommodate some standing still
while receiving instruction (I like to have a heavy down jacket handy that I can pull out of my bag and put on when
we stop for instruction, then stuff back in my bag when we continue hiking). You should bring a warm hat/tuque,
mittens, and warm layers (and spares), a shell jacket and pants. Snowshoes may be required depending on
conditions; please bring your own. You may also want to bring a camera or phone for taking pictures, and you may
want a measuring tape, a notebook & pencil for taking notes or making sketches. Don’t forget a lunch and plenty
of water. Please don’t bring your dog.
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What to expect:
- We will start with some introductions in the parking lot, and will discuss some safety items, as well as
confirm vaccination documentation, get a reminder to social distance and to wear our masks as
appropriate.
- Aside from a cancellation due to safety concerns like extreme cold (-30 C or colder with wind chill), you
can expect the workshop will go ahead in any weather, snow, rain, sun, so please dress appropriately.
- Activities will be focussed on and adjacent to Moss Lake Trail.
- Campfires are not permitted, so bring what you need to be comfortable without fire.
- There is a pit toilet at the parking lot, but otherwise there are no facilities at the workshop area.
- Expect to be outside for between 6 to 8 hours (delays can happen, it’s the wilderness!).
- The goal will be to get as much practice as we can identifying the tracks of as many species as possible.
There may be a practical “for fun” test at the end.
- Some tracks we might expect to find in Elk Island National Park include:
Bison
Coyote
Deer
Deer Mouse
Elk
Ermine (short-tailed weasel)
Fisher
Grouse

Human
Least weasel
Moose
Porcupine
Raven
Red fox
Red Squirrel
Snowshoe hare

Striped Skunk
Vole
Wolf
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Social Distancing and Risk of Contagion: Due to the current requirement to social distance as a control for risk of
contagion during the pandemic, we have elected to suspend all indoor/classroom-based events. Only outdoor
workshops or course events where social distancing can be maintained may go ahead as scheduled depending on
recommendations from health authorities, as the situation evolves.
We acknowledge that the Covid-19 situation is ever-changing, and our response will also need to adapt in-step.
This may include last-minute changes to any and all of the measures detailed below. Our current approach to
workshops and courses during the pandemic is as follows:
•

•

•

Our first line of defence is to keep the virus away from our events. A refund (less %15 administration fees)
will be provided to individuals who withdraw from attending an event to protect others from potential
contagion (provided notification is given at least 12-hours before the event). Course or workshop
registrants will be asked to perform a self-evaluation and not attend the event if:
o They have not been or cannot provide proof of being fully vaccinated
o They have been outside of Canada within 14 days prior to the event
o Anyone in their household is physically unwell (i.e. experiencing symptoms that could be Covid19)
o Anyone in their household has been advised to self-isolate or quarantine
o They or anyone in their household has reason to think they have potentially been in contact with
Covid-19 within the last 14-days
Our second line of defence against contagion of Covid-19 is preventing opportunities for person-to-person
transfer of any contagion while at our event. Therefore, the following measures will be followed during all
events:
o Only outdoor activities where social distancing of a minimum of 2 m spacing for individuals can
be maintained will be undertaken
o To aid in maintaining social distancing, class-sizes will be limited to 8 participants with up to 2
instructors
o All participants will be asked to wear a mask or face covering during situations when 2 m spacing
cannot be maintained
o The instructor will wear a mask whenever 2-m spacing cannot be maintained
o Participants and instructors are asked to bring their own hand-sanitizer and use it diligently
The third and final measure is to enable contact-tracing of participants and instructors attending the
event, should the need arise; therefore:
o The names and contact information of all participants will be collected and maintained for a
minimum of 14-days after the event to aid in contact tracing should it be required
o The name and contact information for the instructor(s) will be provided to all participants to aid
in contact tracing should it be required
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Moss Lake Trailhead (circled in red)

